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EXCEL GROUP INSTITUTIONS 

CENTER FOR TRAINING AND PLACEMENT 

Verbal Ability 

 

Directions for Questions 1-5: Read the passage and answer the questions that follow on 

the basis of the information provided in the passage. 

 

Work expands so as to fill the time available for its completion. The general recognition 

of this fact is shown in the proverbial phrase,' It is the busiest man who has time to spare'. 

Thus, an elderly lady at leisure can spend the entire day writing a postcard to her niece. 

An hour will be spent in writing a postcard , another hunting for spectacles, half an hour 

to search for the address , an hour and a quarter in composition and twenty minutes in 

deciding whether or not to take an umbrella when going to the pillar box in the street. The 

total effort that could occupy a busy man for three minutes, all told may in this fashion 

leave another person completely exhausted after a day of doubt ,anxiety and toil. 

 

1.What happens when the time to be spent on some work increases?  

A) the work is done smoothly.  

B) the work is done leisurely.  

C) work consumes all the time.  

D) The work needs additional time.  

Ans: C  

 

2. Explain the sentence : work expands so as to fill the time available for its completion’.  

A) The more work there is to be done , the more time needed.  

B) whatever time is available for a given amount of work, all of it will be used.  

C) If you have more time you can do some work.  

D) If you have some important work to do , you should always have some additional 

time.  

Ans: B  

 

3.Who is the person likely to take more time to do work.:  

A) a busy man.  

B) a man of leisure.  

C) an elderly person.  

D)an exhausted person  

Ans: B  

 

4.What is the total time spent by the elderly lady in writing a postcard?  

A) Three minutes.  

B) four hours and five minutes.  

C) half day  

D)the entire day.  

Ans:D  
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5. What does the expression ‘pillar box’ stand for?  

A) a box attached to the pillar.  

B) a box in the pillar  

C) box office.  

D) a pillar type postbox.  

Ans: D 

 

Directions for Questions 6-10: Read the passage and answer the questions that follow 

on the basis of the information provided in the passage. 

 

According to Albert Einstein the non mathematician, is seized by a mysterious 

shuddering when he hears of 'four-dimensional' things, he is seized by a feeling, which is 

very similar to the thoughts awakened by the occult. And at the same time the statement 

that the world in which we live is a four-dimensional space - time continuum is quite a 

common place statement. 

This might lead to an argument regarding the use of the term ''commonplace'' by Einstein. 

Yet the difficulty lies more in the wording than the ideas. Einstein's concept of the 

universe as a four-dimensional space-time continuum becomes plain and clear, when 

what he means by ''continuum'' becomes clear. A continuum is something that is 

continuous, A ruler, for example, is a one-dimensional space continuum. Most rulers are 

divided into inches and frWASLions, scaled down to one-sixteenth of an inch. 

Will it be possible to conceive a ruler, which is calibrated to a millionth or billionth of an 

inch. In theory there is no reason why the steps from point to point should not be even 

smaller. What distinguishes a continuum is the fWASL that the space between any two 

points can be sub-divided into an infinite number of smaller divisions. 

A railroad track is a one-dimensional space continuum and on it the engineer of a train 

can describe his position at any time by citing a single co-ordinate point - i.e., a station or 

a milestone. A sea captain, however, has to worry about two dimensions. The surface of 

the sea is a two-dimensional continuum and the co-ordinate points by which sailor fixes 

his positions in his two dimensional continuum are latitude and longitude. An airplane 

pilot guides his plane through a three - dimensional continuum, hence he has to consider 

not only latitude and longitude, but also his height above the ground. The continuum of 

an airplane pilot constitutes space as we perceive it. In other words, the space of our 

world is a three-dimensional continuum. 

Just indicating its position in space is not enough while describing any physical event, 

which involves motion. How position changes in time also needs to be mentioned. Thus 

to give an accurate picture of the operation of a New York - Chicago express, one must 

mention not only that it goes from New - York to Albany to Syracuse to Cleveland to 

Toledo to Chicago, but also the times at which it touches each of those points. This can 

be done either by means of a timetable or a visual chart. If the miles between New York 

and Chicago are plotted horizontally on a piece of ruled paper and the hours and minutes 

are plotted vertically, then a diagonal line properly drawn across the page illustrates the 
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progress of the train in two - dimensional space - time continuum. This type of graphic 

representation is familiar to most newspaper readers; a stock market chart, for example, 

pictures financial events in a two - dimensional dollar - time continuum. Similarly for the 

best picturisation of the flight of an airplane from New York to Los Angeles a four - 

dimensional space - time continuum is essential. The latitude, longitude and altitude will 

only make sense to the traffic manager of the airline if the time co - ordinate is also 

mentioned. Therefore time is the fourth dimension. If a flight has to be looked at, 

perceived as a whole, it wouldn't work if it is broken down into a series of disconnected 

take - offs, climbs, glides, and landing, it needs to be looked at and perceived as a 

continuous four - dimensional space - time continuum curve. 

 

6. The significant feature of a continuum, according to the passage, revolves around 

A. The divisibility of the interval between any two points. 

B. An ordinary ruler's caliber for marking 

C. Its unending curve 

D. Its lucid from providing comprehensibility to the non - scientists as well 

E. Its variety of co - ordinates. 

Ans: A 

7. The purpose of this passage is to highlight the point that 

A. Plots and sea captains have something in common 

B. Stock market charts may be helpful to physicists 

C. The fourth dimension is time. 

D. Non - mathematician's are often afraid of the commonplace 

E. There is a marked quality to distance 

Ans: C 

8. According to the passage, an airlines traffic manager depends upon all of the following 

EXCEPT 

A. latitude 

B. altitude 

C. the time co - ordinate 

D. longitude 

E. the continuous curve in co four 

Ans: E 
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9. The underlying tone of this selection is 

A. persuasive 

B. deferential 

C. candid 

D. instructive 

E. gently condescending 

Ans: D 

10. According to the author if on wishes portray a physical event in which motion plays a 

role - one has to 

A. Make use of a time-table 

B. Indicate how position changes in time 

C. Be conversant with the scientist's theories 

D. Describe it graphically 

E. Be aware of altitude, latitude and longitude 

Ans: B 

 

Directions for Questions 11-17: Read each sentence to find if there is any grammatical 

error in it. If there is any error, it will be only one part of the sentence. The number or 

alphabet of that part is your answer.( Disregard punctuation errors if any) 

11. I never have / visited / or intend to visit / foreign countries  

            A   B   C   D 

Ans:C 
 

12. The clothes / were neatly / hanged /on the cloth line. 

             A   B        C   D 

Ans:C 

 

13. The major / along with / his soldiers / were killed in the field/.no error. 

             A           B       C    D   E 

Ans:D 

14. In this way nuclear fission / or the splitting/of the atom / have been achieved /no 

error. 

                       A    B   C   D   E 

Ans:D 
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15. The trust has succeeded / admirably in raising / money for / its future programs/ no 

error. 

                    A     B      C        D       E 

Ans:D 

 

16. The apparently obvious solutions / to most of his problems /were overlook by /many  

                              A     B          C      D  

of his friends / no error. 

     E 

Ans:C 

 

17. By arresting the local criminals / and encouraging good people / we can end  

                             A      B    C  

/hostilities of that area / no error. 

                  D           E 

Ans: D 

 

Directions for Questions 18-20: one of the four sentences given in each question is 

grammatically wrong . Find the incorrect sentence. 

18. A) Our followers are but a handful. 

      B) Neither he nor I was there. 

      C) Many a glorious deeds were done. 

      D) Everyone of the boys loves to ride. 

Ans: C 

19.  A) She had finished her work when I met her. 

       B) Do you believe in God? 

       C) He cut his hand with a knife. 

       D) He challenged me for a duel. 

Ans: D 

20.  A) Sumit is my elder brother. 

       B) He is two years younger to me.  

       C) He is the eldest man of this village. 

      D) Ravi is five years older than me. 

Ans: C 

Directions for Questions 16-20: In question below, the passage consist of six sentences. 

The first and sixth sentence are given in the begining. The middle four sentences in each 

have been removed and jumbled up. These are labelled as P, Q, R and S. Find out the 

proper order for the four sentences. 
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21.  S1:  For some time in his youth Abraham Lincoln was manager for a shop. 

  P :  Then a chance Customer would come. 

  Q :  Young Lincoln way of keeping shop was entirely unlike anyone else's 

  R :  Lincoln would jump up and attend to his needs and then revert to his 

reading. 

  S :  He used to lie full length on the counter of the shop eagerly reading a 

book. 

S6:  Never before had Lincoln had so much time for reading as had then. 

The Proper sequence should be: 

A.  SRQP 

B.  QSPR 

C.  SQRP 

D.  QPSR 

 

Ans-B 

22.  S1:  Smoke oozed up between the planks. 

  P :  Passengers were told to be ready to quit the ship. 

  Q :  The rising gale fanned the smouldering fire. 

  R :  Everyone now knew there was fire on board. 

  S :  Flames broke out here and there. 

S6:  Most people bore the shock bravely. 

The Proper sequence should be: 

A.  SRQP 

B.  QPSR 

C.  RSPQ 

D.  QSRP 

Ans-A 

23.  S1:  For decades, American society has been calling a melting pot 

  P :  Differences remained - in appearance, mannerisms, customs,  speech, 

religion and more. 

  Q :  The term has long been a cliché and half-truth. 

  R :  But homogenization was never achieved. 

  S :  Yes, immigrants from diverse cultures and traditions did cast off 

vestiges of their native  lands and become almost imperceptibly woven in to the 

American fabric. 

S6:  In recent years, such differences accentuated by the arrival of immigrants 

from Asia and other parts of the world in the United States - have become 

something to celebrate and to  nurture. 

The Proper sequence should be: 

A.  QRSP 

B.  SQRP 
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C.  SQPR 

D.  QSRP 

Ans-B 

24.  S1:  There is difference between Gandhiji's concept of secularism and that of 

Nehru's. 

  P :  Nehru's idea of secularism was equal indifference to all religions and 

bothering about  none of them. 

  Q :  According to Gandhiji, all religions are equally true and each scripture 

is worthy of  respect. 

  R :  Such secularism which means the rejection of all religions is contrary 

to our culture and  tradition. 

  S :  In Gandhiji's view, secularism stands for equal respect for all 

religions. 

S6:  Instead of doing any good, such secularism can do harm instead of good. 

The Proper sequence should be: 

A.  SQPR 

B.  PSQR 

C.  QSPR 

D.  PRSQ 

Ans-A 

 


